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sisting of Kakowski, Archbishop of Warsaw (afterwards Cardinal),
Prince Z. Lubomirski, Mayor of Warsaw, and Ostrowski, a
country gentleman. The new Council was solemnly inaugurated
by Divine Service in St. John's Cathedral, Warsaw. But diffi-
culties soon developed; the Regents suggested A. Tarnowski as
Prime Minister, and Beseler vetoed his appointment, but approved
Kucharzewski, their second choice. From the former Council the
new administration inherited the Departments of Justice and
Education already organized. The Department of the Interior
was reconstructed.
RUSSIA ELIMINATED FROM THE WAR
November 1917 was a month pregnant with happy fate for
Poland, though that issue was utterly unexpected by all alike then
and for many weeks later. The Russian Revolution of that month
under Lenin led to the practical elimination of Russia not only
from the War but from contacts with the Allied and Associated
Powers, who thus were freed from taking her into account in
their policies.
The Bolsheviks wanted peace, and Trotsky proposed on
November 28, 1917, a general armistice. The Allies made no
response, but the Central Powers did, and an armistice was
arranged at Brest-Litovsk on December 15 for the Eastern Front.
Negotiations commenced between the Austro-Germans, the Bol-
sheviks and the delegates of the Central Council (Rada) of the
Ukraine, which on November 20 had constituted a Ukraine
Republic, comprising the Governments of KiefF, Podolia, Vol-
hynia, and five others in South-Western Russia. Early in January
1918, the republic proclaimed its absolute independence. The
Bolsheviks protested against the participation of the Ukrainians
in the Conference, and withdrew from it on that and other
grounds, with the result that the Ukraine obtained a peace
treaty on February 9, 1918, which also gave it Chelm—to the
great indignation of the Poles. The Central Powers had declined
to allow the Regency of the Kingdom to be represented at Brest-
Litovsk. The Regency Council publicly protested against the
cession of Chelm, and the Kucharzewski Ministry resigned in

